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The history of Education in Ellis County, Kansas is on a 
parallel with the history of other phases of development here . 
Conditions in the vicinity wer e far from favorable in the earliest 
years of the county 1s founding for the establis hment of schools, 
and teachers were reluctant to attempt to carI"'J on work in a 
county inhabited mostly by buffaloes , Indians , desperate char-
acters, and a few hardy pioneers who were too busy gaining a foot-
hold on a difficult frontier to be able to aid in the establishment 
of schools in the first few years of the county ' s history . The 
first settlement of Ellis County differed essential ly from the old 
custom of shooting the Indian further west . It was the pick and 
shovel, followed closely by the whistle of the engine, and not 
the rifle of the frontiersman that invited the emigrant to move 
forward . However , tre growth that has taken place since the first 
school was conducted in a dugout or in a sodhouse out on the prairie, 
to our present elaborate and modern system of education, was 
gradual in development, but it was permanent. Progress agricultur-
ally and economically is greatly dependent upon the education of the 
children of the people ~m o till the soil from generation to gener-
ation . For , t oday, education deals largely with the scientific 
aspects of agriculture and to till the soil intelligently and 
make it produce to its utmost requires scientific knowledge . The 
rural school is the first stepping stone in attainment of this 
knowledge. 
The little rectangular buildings began to dot the plains, 
2 
they were, to the pioneer settlers, evidences of advancing civili-
zation. They were used not only for the purpose of education, but 
as churches, social centers and for political rallies as well. The 
student of political science considers the period of settlement on the 
prairie as one of the most interesting and courageous in .American 
history. Also, the student in education is keenly interested in the 
establishment of pioneer schools; the hardships, trials, and 
tribulations of the period. They are also interested in the course 
of stud,,v prescribed at that time and the trends in education from 
then to the present. 
The Problem 
The problem of this thesis was to obtain as nearly as 
possible the essential facts and data concerning The Evolution of 
Schools in Ellis County, Kansas . The period covered in t his 
school evolution dates back to the year 1868 when the legislature 
defined the boundaries in conformity with a petition presented to 
the Governor by the citizens in the fall of 1867, asking for 
organization, to the present year of 1950.1 Here is a period 
of eighty-two years during which time Ellis County has developed 
educationally from the crude school of that day to its present 
1. Frank W. Blackmar , Kansas (Chicago: Standard Publish-
ing Co., 1912), I, 578-579. 
3 
modern school system. 
It is hoped that the data compiled pertaining to this per-
iod and as presented in t his study will serve as a permanent re-
cord for the information and inspiration for anyone interested 
in tbe schools and their evolution of Ellis County. 
Method used - Historical 
Some of the first teachers of Ellis county and some of the 
first county superintendents were interviewed, newspaper files 
and items contributed by old settlers were used to cbtain data 
for the thesis. State and county records were used, some of 
these not complete were lost when the courthouse at Hays was destroy-
ed by fire January 21, 1896. The office of the County Superintendent 
of Schools, the library at the Fort Hays Kansas State College , were 
importa..Dt sources of information. Pictures of schoolhouses past and 
present in Ellis C0unty also were obtained from available sources 
and are reproduced in the appendix of the thesis. 
Related Research 
The thesis of Clarence A. Schamber on 11 The Evolution of 
Schools in Phillips County, Kansas, 11 in the Fort Hays Kansas State 
College library dated July 26, 1949 , 2 was useful in that it 
indicated a possible pattern. The peri od covered in Schamber 's 
2. Clarence A. Schamber, 11 The Evolution of Schools in 
Phillips County, Kansas, 11 Master's Thesis, Fort Hays Kansas State 
College, 1949 , PP• 92. 
thesis began in 1872 and ended in 1949 and includes both the ele-
mentary and secondary schools . The thesis of Kathryn McLain, 
4 
"History of t he Devel opment of Educati on in the Community of Hays , 
Kansas, 113 worked out in 1939, was of service to the writer . A 
third t hesi s is that of Noah Cass idy , "History of Marion County 
Schools Kentucky ," developed in 1941,4 on file at the University 
of Kentucky , Lexington, Kentucky . 
3. Kathryn McLain, "History of the Development of Education 
in the Community of Hays , Kansas •11 Master I s Thesis , Fort Hays 
Kansas State College , 1939 . Pp . 201 . 
4. 
Kent ucky . " 
146 PP • 
Noah Cassidy, "History of Marion Caunty Schools 
Master's Thesis , University of Kentucky, 1941. 
5 
CHAPTER II 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF ELLIS COUNTY, KANSAS 
Ellis county was named i n honor of Lieutenant George Ellis 
of the 12th Kansas Infantry, who was killed in the battle of 
Jenkins' Ferry, Arkansas, April 30, 1864.' Prior to 1867 Ellis 
county was embraced in t he unorganized territory of the western 
portion of the state. The legislature of 1868 defined the boundar-
ies and named the county in conformity with a petition presented 
to the Governor by the citizens in the fall of 1867, asking for 
organization, with J. E. Walker, Wm. Rose, and Dennis Ryan as 
commissioners; John W. Connor, county clerk, and M. E. Joyce, 
justice of peace . At the time of organization all the officers 
named resided in Hays City; in fact, the entire population of 
the county was located within the city limits, except those employ-
ed by the government, who temporariJ.y resided upon t:te military 
reservation. Some t ime in June, 1867, prior to the application 
for organization, t he Governor appointed M. E. Joyce justice of 
the peace , residing at the time in Rome, Ellis ,count y . By 
virtue of this appointment }'.Ir . Joyce becarre the onJ.y legally 
6 constituted civil tribunal of the west half of the stat e of Kansas . -
5. Kansas Facts, A Yearbook of the State of Kansas, Vol. I , 
(Topeka, Kansas : Charles P. Beebe, Publisher , 1929), p. 66. 
6. · Hays Daily News, F.'irst Edition, (Hays, Kansas) November 
11, 1929, p~ -- --
6 
Ge9graphically, Elli9 County is situated slightly north and 
west of the central part of Kansas which embraces a territory thirty 
miles squar e . Three streams flow from west to east, through the 
county: the Saline river through the northern part , Big Creek 
through the center, and the Smoky Hill River through the southern 
portion . These streams make two topographical divisions of the 
county. These divisions are drained respectively by ravines that 
empty into the streams north and south. The general slope of the 
county is from west to east with a slight dip tending toward the 
south. The area between Big Creek and the Saline river is rough, 
broken and in places bluffy in the west, but gradually diminishes 
until it merges into a slightly rolling and undulating plane toward 
the east line of the county, the northern area fronting the Saline 
river on both sides, continues br.oken and bluffy, with strips of 
rich bottom land along t he river s ide. The southern plateau or 
division between Big Creek and the Smoky Hill river is similar in 
formation as the division described forming the divide between 
Big Creek and the Saline, except the narrow strip south of the 
river which assumes almost a mountainous aspect in formation f rom 
the west to near]y the central part of t he county, where it abrupt-
ly terminates in t he formation of a level plain that extends eastward 
for a number of miles , where the formation again assumes a broken 
and bluffy character to the east line of the county. 
The geological formations include a series of layers con-
stituting the secondary mountain formations of the cretaceous 
7 
system, which extends over the entire area of the county . Over-
laying this strata of the bottom lands, a dark sandy loam exists. 
The comparative level upland is covered with a dark loam, contain-
ing less sand, of a heavier nature and general1y considered to be 
more sure of production and less subject to disturbance by the high 
winds aft er cultivation.? 
Nany small creeks beside the ones mentioned, although 
shallow, or even dry at certain seasons, cross the land and 
aid material1y to the productivity of the soil . The county is ' 
given over almost ent ire1y to agriculture and the people have ex-
perienced abundance and drought, prosperity and depre ssion, good 
years arrl bad , depending upon the climatic conditions of each 
season. 
In the history of Ellis County there have been t hree com-
plete changes . ~t had its energized vision in its pioneer days of 
the 1880 1 s; its discouraging and desolate days just before the 
discovery of winter wheat in the 1890 1s; its days of high pros -
perit y in the first t wo decades of the century, climaxing in the 
wheat bonanza days of the War . And now comes oil to change it 
again . Oil will modify its politics . It will change the social 
outlook of its people . 8 
7. Hays Dai1y News (Hays, Kansas) . Section C, November 12, 
1950, F' · 4.-- --
8. Hays Daily News (Hays, Kansas ). Section C, November 12, 
1950, f . 6-. - -- -
Tod.a.,v , Ellis County is traversed with a good system of 
highways from east to west and north to south . Highway U. S . 40 
runs through approximately the center of t he county from east to 
west . Likewise highway U. S. 183 runs north and south bisecting 
U. S. 40 at Hays, Kansas . U. S. 40 highway from the east county 
line is finished with concrete slab to Hays, beyond Hays it is 
the oiled type road to the west county line . U. S. 183 is also 
8 
the oiled type road from the north to the sou th part of the county. 
Two years before the county was organized, Fort Fletcher 
was established for the protection of early settlers, immigrants, 
and freighters . The first location on Big Creek , about fourteen 
miles southeast of the present city of Hays , proved unsatisfactory, 
and , in 1867 , it was changed to a better one approximately a 
half mile south of Hays, its name being changed to Fort Hays . The 
popul ation of the county was small, the permanent residents 
numbered about six hundred, but there was need of the protection 
furnished by the fort as fights and brawls were frequent for about 
ten years after its organization. 9 
A small colony of settlers from Ohio located in the east-
central part of the county near the present town of Walker, in 
1872 . This beginning was followed by a group from Pennsylvania , 
9. Paul I . We llman, "Hosts of'Gay Young Lords' Still 
Haunt Victoria , Kansas , " The Kansas City Star , August 15, 
1943 , p . 1 , Section C. 
9 
who settl ed on Big Cr eek near the center of the county in 1873 . The 
same year a few people from New York founded a settlement about 
fifteen miles farther west on Big Creek . The grasshopper plague 
of 1874 caused many of them to leave . The largest settlement in 
Ellis County before the Russian- German colonies was founded by 
George Grant , in 1873 . It was located on the Kansas Pacific rail-
road, which later led to the rapid growth of the Russian-German 
colony of Herzog, located one-half mile to the north .10 
Grant , an Englishman, called his colony Victoria , in 
honor of the Queen of England. It was highly advertised both in 
the United States and Europe , and people were urged to buy land 
and to make their homes in Victoria . Grant's property extended 
between the Saline and Smoky Hill Rivers and consisted of alternate 
square mil es . His desire was to have great numbers of cattle and 
sheep; and he had livestock shipped to Ellis County from England. 
In 1875 , his project was praised in eastern newspapers; and it 
was rumored that he was negotiating to buy all of Ellis County, 
about nine hundred square miles . The number of English settlers 
in the colony was never very great; many young men spent a few 
years here , and then returned to England . It is estimated that 
between one hundred fifty and three hundred Englishmen, most of 
them without families, settled in Victoria . A stone railway 
10 . Blackmar , Chapter I, 661. Cf . James H. Beach, 11 01d 
Fort Hays , 11 Kansas Historical Collections (Topeka, Kansas: · Kansas 
State Historical Society , 1910 ), pp . 511- 581 . 
10 
station, a l ittle stone chapel, and numerous homes were erected 
for the English settlers. The life of the colony was of short 
duration because the English were not accustomed to hard labor, 
nor did the majority know the essentials of farming or stock rais-
ing. With the coming of tbe Russian-Germans , many of the English 
11 sold their land to them. 
The Russian-Germans who made the five settlements in Ellis 
County in 1876 and 1877 were all Catholics, descendants of the 
Germans who had settled on the farming region around the Volga 
River about a century previous to their immigration to the United 
States . Many of the settlers were tradesmen and artisans who were 
forced by circumstances to become farmers. 
The Russian-German colonies founded in Ellis County, although 
completely independent of each other as far as government was con-
cerned, resembled one another i n several salient points . All felt 
a need of cow.munity ownership of the village plot . In Catherine and 
Munjor, Grazing Companies were formed to take charge of the division 
and distribution of the village lots. In Pfeifer and Schoenchen , 
the village sites were placed in charge of four and five trustees 
respectively, whose duty it was to arrange the village lots far 
each family. Herzog, the largest colony and the only one built on 
the railroad, had a modified Russian form of village government for 
a period of time. 
11. Harold E. Evans, Kansas, A Guide to the Sunflower State , 
(American Guide Series. New York: The-Viking Press, 1939) , p.-W:-
11 
Within the f irst two years after the colonies were founded 
each experienced a rapid growth due to further immigration from 
the Volga . However , since the people were farmers and after the 
homesteads were preempted and the railroad land sold there was little 
room for further growth . The population of the colonies reached its 
peak about 1900, and since that time there has been a gradual decline, 
the surplus moving to other farming territories or to the city. In 
several instances where some of t he people bought farm land too far 
away from the home village, thus making it inconvenient to attend 
church and school, t hey formed a new colony . Numbers of tbem like-
wise moved t o other towns in Kansas and surrounding states . 12 
The schools of Kansas have been locally supported and, for 
the most part , locally controlled since the earliest days, until 
1937 when the State legislature established a State Aid Fund for 
the benefit of elementary schools in need of additional support, the 
State government perforIOOd neither of these functions except for the 
State supported institutions of higher learning and the educational 
institutions for defectives . The first attempt at education of any 
kind in Ellis County was made by Mr . Treat and Judge Moore. These 
men called together the people , especially the children, and open-
ed a Sunday School i n the office of tl:e Big Creek Land Company . This 
12 . 
(Kansas), 
Sixteenth Census of the United States: 
Second Series , i .10~ 
1940. Population 
12 
was also the first approach to religion. Later Divine services were 
inaugurated. These were held on the depot platform and conducted by 
the Fort chaplain or an occasional minister who happened to be avail-
able. During the services the saloons closed and other business was 
suspended. The congregation was made up mostly of men but there 
were some women and children. When the ro lle ction was taken the hat, 
which was passed, was so heavy that it was in danger of bursting 
13 out. 
The officers of the Fort sent their older children to Leaven-
worth or other Eastern schools for instruction and kept a governess 
for the smaller ones. This was expensive, inconvenient, and a 
luxury that most of the people of the county could not afford. These 
first settlers were sincere in their efforts to build up a community 
of loyal, intellectual citizenship. They wanted to advance and they 
did. They pushed forward new fri1ges of civilization and builded to-
ward their ideals by working up a sentiment favoring, and then 
establishing the public schools in the county. 
The little box rectangular buildings began to dot the plains, 
and in many places throughout the county there is still a one-story 
frame building with three windows on each side. It was placed facing 
a main road, regardless of sunshine or cross lights. This was done 
in order that the children and patrons could reach the school easily. 
13 . Kathryn McLain, "History of the Development af Education 
in the Cormnunity of Hays, Kansas", (unpublished Master's thesis, Fort 
Hays Kansas State College, Hays, Kansas, 1939), P• 18. 
13 
At first the desks and benches were crude and uncomfortable, having 
been made by some genius, who resided in the district . But even 
later on, when the district was able to buy individual desks from 
a supply house, the purchase was made in an automatic way, rely-
ing on an agent to supply the different sizes carried in stock with 
no thought given to individual adjustment . There was a blackboard 
across the front of the room, which was made by the simple process 
of painting the plaster black, or, if the building was sealed in-
stead of plastered, a wet piece of canvas was stretched across the 
wall and, when dry, 
14 
painted black. 
Although the regulat:ii..on term of school was three months, it 
was often made longer and, in some cases, there were three terms 
for the benefit of the younger children. The older boys and girls 
were needed on the farms and could attend only in the winter. There 
was no equipment, except that brought in by the teacher. In conse-
quence, the studies were confined chiefly to reading, spelling, 
writing, arithmetic, and geography . An energetic teacher had 
special programs and occasionally debate teams, spelling matches, 
and social entertainments, but with an apathetic teacher, even 
those were omitted. 
These schools were not graded. In most cases the children 
14. J. D. Watters, 11 The Rural Schoolhouse, 11 
Biennial Report of Kansas State Board of Agriculture 
State Printer , 1922), p. 90 . 
Twenty-third 
(Topeka, Kansas: 
started e ach year at the beginning of their books and worked as fsl,I' 
as they had time . This continued year after year until the pupil s 
were eighteen years of age or sometimes older , when they just quit . 
There wer e no graduating exercises and no public recogni.tion of 
their work . 
There were no high schools in the county until 1886, and as 
a rule , the children received no more education than a present day 
chil d who finishes the sixth grade . This was true of the teachers 
also , for until 1890 , the country schoolteachers in Ellis County 
had no more than an eighth gr ade standing . 
Back in the Eighties , these schools were not called rural 
schools , but were called district or country school s . The la.,ving 
out of these districts was the first duty of the county superinten-
dent after that office was created in 1867 . The cities of Kansas 
are by law set up as first , second, and third class cities . There 
are no first class cities in Ellis County and but one of the second 
class type , Hays . Legal provisions give the first and second class 
cities a special rank in the school system. Cities of the third 
class ar e those with less than two thousand inhabitants and are 
ranked in the school law simply as school districts governed in the 
same way as those that are strictly rural . These school districts 
are the basis of the common s chool systems . They are laid out, 
bounded and numbered by the county superintendent, in the same way 
districts may be changed or merged into other districts . These 
s chool districts were laid out early in the history of the county 'and 
15 
schools were started before buildings were erected. 
In 1877, the legislature passed an act providing that 
teacher's institutes of not less than four weeks duration should 
be held in every county in the state. The county superintendent 
was authorized to procure for it a conductor and instructors, who 
were licensed by the state board of education, and were to give 
instruction in the principles and methods of school management as 
well as teaching.1' 
The first one of these institutes for Ellis County was held 
in Hays City in the summer of 1879. The Normal school was conducted 
in the court room of the old Court House. Although there is no 
doubt that these short courses are a factor for good in the rural 
education system, yet it must be admitted that they have de-
generated into a mere cramming of basic subject matter in order 
to pass the county examinations. However, that may be, it was 
the only method of advancement in the profession that the early 
teacher could afford, as very few were financially able to attend 
the State Normai . 16 
During the summer of 1910 a model rural school building 
was constructed at a cost of $2200 .00. It was located across the 
15. Wm. Sims, "The Schools of Kansas, 11 Fourth Biennial Re-
port of Kansas State Board of Agriculture (Topeka, Kansas: State 
Printer, 1883-4},Vol. XI, p. 713. 
16. J. H. Downing, Edi tor, Ellis County Star, (Hays., Kansas) 
August 7, 1879. 
16 
creek where Custer Hall, the Girl's Dormitory at Fort Hays I ansas 
St ate College , now stands. It was a one-story frame building and 
was equipped to be an ideal pattern for all the needs of a model 
rural school . In 1922 it was moved to the college farm to be used 
as a residence, when the site was chosen as the location for 
Custer Hall . 
Hold School in Houses 
In 1$75, one hundred and twenty- one students out of 260 
of school age were attending school. In 1877 four more districts 
were organized but no new buildings were erected. School was held 
in dwellings of settlers and 211 children out of 512 of school age 
were enrolled. In 1878 two more districts had been organized, 
there were seven schoolhouses in the county and 440 children were 
receiving instruction out of a possible 1,195, who should have 
been in school. 
By 1882 , there were thirty-nine organized school districts 
and twenty-two buildings . The number of teachers employed was 32, 
of whom 7 were men and 25 were women .17 
Ellis county now has a nwnber of the finest rural schools 
in the state . The new Turkville school being a notable example . 
Rural education in the county is on a high l evel, comparable 
with that of education in the cities of the county , and the teachers 
17. Hays Daily News , (Hays, ' ansas .) Section F , November 12 , 
1950, p . 1. 
17 
have all met high standards of requ irements . 
18 
CHAPTER III 
EARLY EDUCATION IN ELLIS COUNTY 
Hays was the first school district to be organized but no 
schoolhouse was built at the time of organizati on. The first Ellis 
county schoolhouse was built at Ellis in 1872 and 1873. Ellis was 
then in district No. 2. The second school building was erected in 
Big Creek township in 1873, according to information obtained by 
Louis Christainsen, county superintendent, from the office of the 
state superintendent of schools at Topeka. These same records show 
that in 1875 Rufus Spitler and Sue James taught school that year in 
Hays, the first teachers to come to the town. This same Rufus 
Spitler was later elected county superintendent in 1877.1 
In 1875, one hundred and twenty-one students out of 260 of 
school age were attending school. ~n 1877 four more districts were 
organized but no new buildings were erected. School was held in 
dwellings of settlers and 211 children out of 512 of school age were 
enrolled, In 1878 two more districts had been organized, there were 
seven schoolhouses in the county and 440 children were receiving 
instruction out of a possible 1,195 who should have been in school. 
By 1882, there were thirty-nine organized school districts 
and twenty-two buildings. The number of teachers employed was 32, 
of whom seven were men and twenty-five were woman. 
1. The Hays Dai]y News, (Hays, Kansas) First Edition, 
November 11-;7:9~ -- --
19 
A school-attendance law of 1874 required twelve weeks attend-
ance each year in a public or private school of all children between 
t he ages of eight and fourteen . Many of the earlier settlers felt , 
however , that an elementary education was sufficient and it is only 
within the last twenty years that the majority encourage children to 
go to hi gh school or college . The minimum term for ~ansas today is 
eight months for rural schools, and nine months far the city 
schools . -2.. 
The Russian-German immigrants of El lis County wished first 
for shelter and livelihood, for a place of worship , and for basic 
educational facilities for their children . As the wayside crosses 
were the first crude symbols of their faith , so the Schulmeister 
was the f i rst answer to the need for schools . He was at once 
teacher , choir master , and lay minister , conducting religious 
service and giving religious instruction to the children in the 
absence of pastors . Soon after coming to the county, the settlers 
employed such teachers , some of whom had previously taught in 
Russia , to teach a few hours a day in a private home . The instruc-
tion was first given in German, the only language most of the 
peopl e could speak. They taught the four R's - reading, riting, 
rithmetic , and re l igion. No definite salary was paid these 
teachers , but the position carried prestige and dignityo 
2. Lawhead, J. H~, State of Kansas Laws for Regulation and 
Support of the Common Schools-;T8"8"5:- Topeka , "lransas: Kansas --
Publishing House , 18e5, p . 87 .-
20 
When the people understood that they could have public schools, 
supported by taxes, they applied for formation of school districts. 
After the public school system was set up, the Schulmeister continued 
to teach religion to the children until parochial schools were organiz-
ed in the various villages. The people were motivated by a desire to 
give their children the elementary education which most of the parents 
had been denied. Many earlier settlers felt that an elementary edu-
cation was indeed suff icient. During the past 20 years, more children 
have been encouraged to attend high school. A few years after the 
settlement, the villa ges began to plan for parochial schools; in 
some instances they bought the public school buildings to provide 
a Catholic education for their children. A nominal t uition (50 cents 
per month) was common and these schools were taught by Catholic Sisters. 
Between 1935 and 1941, the schools in the villages were again changed 
from parochial to public schools. This change was s~netimes gradual, 
one or two rooms in a school at first being supported by public 
funds, and finally the entire school being made public. 3 
Rural schools traditi onally serve as neighborhood centers for 
a number of activities, such as farmers meetings, school progr ams, 
and other local gatherings. Informal recreational activities during 
t he school week also have social significance. Modest playground 
equipment can be seen on most rural school grounds in the county . 
Rural and town hi gh schools carry on more active social r ecreatiorra.l, 
J . "Archives of St. Agnes Convent, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. - " 
(Unpublished duplicate Records of Congregation of St. Agnes, pertain-
ing to the establishment of schools in Elli s County, Kansas.) 
and physical education programs . Teachers throughout the county 
cooperate with the County Nurse in health activities, such as 
examinati ons and immunizations , and the nurse assists them in 
carrying on a systematic educational program in health and nutri-
tion . Thus , the school teacher plays an important role in rural 
life , quite beyond the three R1s . 
21 
In order to appreciate the significance of the arduous task 
of buildi ng up a school system for a western coro1nunity , and to give 
full credit to its value as a per manent institution, it is necessary 
to understand the history of its f irst laws and to know something of 
the early struggles, sacrifices, and the sturdy pioneer spirit of 
the men and women who inaugurated its principles and who represent 
an epoch in the cultural development of western communities . 
Making an undiscovered, unorganized territory into a 
cultured state was an evolution rather than a defined scheme of man . 
The story of any single community cannot be independent of the history 
of the state as a whole . 
The beginning of the educational system of the community of 
Hays dates back into the stormy days of territorial history. For 
example , in 1854, before tm boundaries of the Kansas Territory 
were clearly defined, the legislature of this territorial govern-
ment passed an act providing for the creation and maintenance of 
public schools. It provided that when a territory was surveyed, 
sections sixteen and thirty-six in each township should be set aside 
for school purposes . The proceeds from these sections of land, to-
22 
gether with one-half the fines colkted in the criminal courts, 
were to supply the funds. It further provided for the organization 
of townships and of school districts; the election of school 
officers; the qualifications and duties of teachers; also that 
the public schools "shall be open and free for every white citizen 
between the ages of five and twenty-one; 11 and further that no 
sectarisln instruction shall be allowed in the public schools.4 
Three years later when the laws were revised t he word white was 
stricken out. After the homestead law, which provided cheap 
homes for the settlers, was passed, there was such ;an influx of 
immigration that it was found that the reserved sections, namely 
the sixteenth and thirty-sixth, were being preempted. In order to 
protect the settlers and compensate the state for the loss of land 
for common schools, Congress, in its act of admission, under date 
of January 29, 186l, provided that other lands 11 equivalent thereto 
and as contiguous thereto11 shall be used by the state for school 
purposes. The above school laws of 1854 took up four and one-half 
pages of the law book , while the school laws on our last statute 
book occupy over two hundred twenty-five pages . 
Because the Territorial Legislature of 1854 was pro-slavery 
and because these laws were largely a copy of tre Missouri school 
laws, they were persistently ignored by the Free State Party, yet 
4. Laws of tre Territory of ansas, 1855. (Washington, D. C.: 
John F. Brady, Public Printer of the Laws and Journals of the 
Territory of Kansas, February 18, 1856). Article IV, p. 593. 
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it must be acknowledged that they were the foundation upon which · 
our state school system rests. Although the statutes are the primary 
system, the first consti tutions , those proposed, as well as the 
one adopted, must not be for gotten, because these proposed con-
stitutions, which were rejected, reveal the educational spirit 
of the Kansas pioneer . The educational provisions found in the 
present constitution form the fundamental basis for tre present 
school system. 5 
Only, however , as these laws were used as a criterion for 
later acts of legislation did they affect our camnunity , for the 
county boundaries in the West were not then defined . 
The conquest of t he frontie r was in the process of completion 
when railroad lines were stretched to the western coast . The history 
of those eventful times is colorful and interesting; however, 
there was always a l ack of confidence felt by the people 11back home 11 
toward the mysteries of t his unexplored country . As is ever the 
case with the opening up of new lands , wild stories were circulated 
in the East about the great plains of our state. 
Although these colorful descriptions aroused skepticism 
in the minds of many , they lured otrer ambitious men, adventurous 
traders , hunters, and even whol e families along tbe trail toward 
t he West, to start anew in life. When the emigrant struck out, 
5. George W. Martin, 11The Kansas School System, 11 Collections 
of the Kansas Historical Societ y , 1909-1910. Vol. XI . (Topeka , 
State Printing Office , 1910), p . 425 . 
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he saw beyond the narr ow wagon t r ack , a vast stretch of waste land 
on every side as far as the distant horizon . An Indian scare , an 
occasional trapper , and the little garrisons at the trading posts , 
strung out a l ong the trail, were all that served to break the 
monotony or to furnish any encouragement that he would ever be 
more than a wayfarer on the open plains . 
Examination of maps in old school geographies of the first 
half of the nineteenth century , shows desert land extending from 
the western boundary of Arkansas and Missouri to the Rocky 
Mountains . 6 As late as the beginning eighties all of the country 
embraced in the great plains was called 11 The Great American Desert . 117 
Even when the state was first settled it was thought that the land 
was good onJy for grazing and this could never become an agricultural 
community . 
The nzyth of 11 The Great Ame-rican Desert," which was so long 
a part of the Easterner's idea about this country, had its origin, 
more from the impressions resulting from the leagues of brown grass 
and the monotony of the vast rolling plains, than from aey know-
ledge of the sterility of the soil or the rigors of the climate. 
6. William Channing Woolridge, New Plan to Accompany the 




P • 76 . 
William E. Connelley, Standard History of Kansas and 
Chicago: Lewis Publishing Company, 191°9:" Vol I--
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At an early date the Kansas-Pacific Railroad was completed-
across the state. 8 wnile this was unprofitable for the company, 
on the other hand , it was a big influence in the settlement and 
development of Western Kansas. Along with this, and the pushing 
back of the Indians, hunters thronged the country to hunt and trap. 
These were not homemakers. Many of them came west to make fortunes 
and then return home . But hunting buffalo was not done for profit 
alone. It was a real sport . Hunting parties came from the eastern 
states and even from Europe . One English party, belonging to the 
nobility, came well equipped with servants, thoroughbred horses, 
dogs, guns, d ·t· 9 an ammuni ion. 
Eastern people not only h~d an unfavorable impression of the 
western country for any purpose other than hunting, but the cattle-
men and cowboys came in for their share of condemnation, when 
cattle replaced the buffalo on Lhe plains. To the Easterner, the 
business of pasturing cattle on an open range was a phase of life 
entirely unknown. The cowboy was rough, but he was natnecessarily 
criminal. He had his own code and was loyal to it. The first cow-
boys were Spaniards , who had vast herds in the Spanish colonies of 
both North and South America . The Texans learned cattle ranching 
from these Spanish neighbors and, in turn, introduced it into 
8. George W. Veale, Kansas State Historical Society, 
State Printer, Topeka, Kansas . Vo1xr;-1910, p . 8. 
9. W. F. Cody, 11 Famous Hunting Parties of the Plains, 11 
Cosmopolitan, June, 1894, p. 131. 
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Kansas. This origin of cattle ranching explains why so many words 
connected with the cowboy's life are derived from the Spanish 
language. Such words as rodeo, cinch, poncho, corral, lariat 
10 and lasso were introduced by them into our language. 
10. Bliss Isley, "Four Centuries in Kansas ." Topeka Daily 
Capital , Capper Publishing Co., February 12, 1929. 
CHAPTER IV 
SCHOOL DEVELOP~iENT IN CITIES AND TOWNS 
In Catherine , the first colony settled by the Russian-
Germans in Ellis County, Jacob Schmidt, who had been a 
Schulmeister in Katharinenstadt , Russia, for twenty-five years 
before coming to the United States, taught the children of the 
neighborhood in the afternoons and early evenings the first year 
27 
or two . The people of Catherine made application for a public 
school district early in 1877 declaring their desire to open school 
immediately and to have English taught .1 In 1789 , School District 
No. 4 erected a stone schoolhouse north of the church block; and 
this buil ding served as a church also until 1892 when the first 
church was completed . 
St . Catherine ' s parish bought the district school in 1891, 
and changed the school from a public to a parochial one . From 189l 
until 1899 the school was taught by lay teachers; tuition was 
charged each child in attendance in order to meet the school ex-
penses . The Sisters of St . Agnes of Fond du Lac, Wisconsin , who 
had been teaching in Herzog since 1879, were asked to take charge 
of the school in Catherine and , in 1899 two Sisters went there to 
teach . In 1902, a new parochial school was built , the old building 
1. Hays Sentinel, Hays , Kansas . February 2, 1877 , p . 8. 
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being tor n down to furnish some of the material to be used in the 
2 construction of a new one . 
In 1935 , as a result of negotiations between the pastor of 
St . Catherine ' s parish and the district school board, the parochial 
school was designated as a publ ic school under the supervision of 
the County Superintendent . This change meant that the school would 
be supported in the future by means of district funds collected 
through taxes rather than by tuition as formerly . 
At the same time that the people in Catherine were making 
provision for the education of their children the settlers in 
Victoria were doing likewise . A public school district was organiz-
ed in Victoria in 1877; and the first term of public school was 
begun on May 1 , of the same year . It lasted far three months , 
Mary Montgomery of Hays being the first teacher . Since the school 
building being constructed under Grant ' s supervision was not yet 
completed, Grant lent a small frame house for the term. Onzy the 
rudiments were taught and no special texts were required, each 
student using any books he had . There were thirty- two pupils, among 
them a number of Russian-German children . A private school was like-
wise conducted by the Schulmeister, Peter Linnenberger, who had 
studied in the seminar at Saratov . 
Since it was the desire of the Victoria Russian-Germans to 
provide a Catholic education for their children, arrangements to 
2. lJarochLal I is Lory of St Catherine I s Church, an unpublished 
manuscript of St . Ca.thc;}rine ' s arish , Catherine , ansas , 1890, pp . 1-
4. 
29 
obtain teachers were made with the isters of t . Agnes of Fond du 
Lac , Wisconsin . On August 29, 1879, two Sisters went to Herzog 
(Victoria) . They taught school in the church until 1888, when a 
four - room parochial school was erected north of the church . The 
enrollment grew rapidly within the next ten years, necessitating 
a new building which was completed in July, 1898 , and is still in 
use . Built of native stone and having eight large classroom , it 
is durable and is kept in good repair. It was rated as a Class A 
school in 1943 .3 
In 1922 , a high school was erected in Victoria. The teachers 
were Sisters of St . Agnes, in 1940 this was changed to a district 
high school and lay teachers were hired to broaden the curriculum. 
The attendance in high school has improved since 1939, because the 
area included in the present district is larger than the former 
parochial school area and als because the tuition has been eliminated, 
a factor which kept many from attending before the school was made 
public . 
The modern high school located at Victoria, Kan as, wa 
completed at a cost of p,56,5 , 000 . 00 and is equipped to fulfill the 
high school needs of Victoria and surrounding communities. It is 
a two story type building of brick and tile with reinforced steel 
concrete skeleton work . The first floor houses the office, six 
3. 11Archives of St . Agnes Convent, Fond du Lac, Jisconsin, 11 
(Unpublished Record of Congregation of St. Agnes, pertaining to tlte 
establishment of schools in Ellis County, ansas . ) 
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class rooms, music departrre nt, auditorium, gymnasium, industrial 
arts department , teacher's rooms, rest rooms, and the ticket rooms 
for the gym and auditorium . The second floor is comprised of five 
class rooms , the library and study hall combined, rest rooms, con-
cession rooms, and film projector room . The industrial arts , 
domestic science and science departments are equipped with the latest 
and most up to date equipment available for school purposes . The 
library and study hall is unique in its arrangement . It is equipped 
with twelve long tables and ninety-six chairs. It has a separate 
gymnasium and separate auditorium . The baserre nt floor houses the 
school lunch dining room, kitchen, and boiler room. The heating 
system is the steam heating, using natural gas in the furnaces . 
The old high school building at Victoria was remodeled and 
is now occupied by the seventh and eighth grades . The old grade 
school building was also remodeled and the rest rooms were installed 
in the old high schools and grade buildings. This comprises a brief 
history of the schools of Victoria, Kansas. 
In Munjor, the third of the Russian-German settlements to 
be made in Ellis County, Anton Sauer taught school for several 
years in a private residence . He did not fill all the offices of 
the regular Schullneister, however, as he was not tre choir director 
nor the leader of the services at the wayside cross. The Sisters of 
St Agnes from Fond du Lac , Wisconsin, who went to Munjor in 1885, 
have had charge of the school from the beginning . 4 A part school 
4. "Archives of St Agnes Convent , Fond du Lac, ~v isconsin," Un-
published records of Congregation of St . Agnes, pertaining to the estab-
lishment of Schools in Ellis County, Kansas . 
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building was erected which is still ln u • Durin -r th f · r t two 
decades , seven grades of school w r tau l t; now th r ar e Lgbt 
grades , but there is no hi h school Ln the vi Uag • 'l'h p ro hi 
school in Munjor was made a public sch ol in 1941, for practiccllly 
the same reasons that influenced the oth r villa es to chan ,e . 'rhe 
enrollment in 1942- 43 was 123 studenLs.5 
In P.feifer in 1877 Stephen Appelhrms, who had Lau ht s hool in 
Russia , offered h.ls services as teach r, and hlo hom s a school. 
The teaching was in Gorman and only the osentlals wer~ t u1~hL, "'jnc 
the school term was short and somewhat lrre lar . hi sy L m w 
followed for about seven years . In 1885, l,h .fir t hool wae bnilL 
and in 1897, t~ present four - room truct,tl!' was reel,· d . '.l'he cl o 1 
was parochial from Lh o beginnine; but lay teacl ers tnuehL th r llnt l 1 
1904, when tl~ istc-i.r-s of .:it . Joseph, of Uoncordia, Ka as , took 
charge of the school. 'rll ch ol was nJAde public chool .ln 1937, 
and the enrollrnenl, in 19112 - 43 wDs 99 pu1 Lls . 6 
The educaLionru end avor in ' cho nchen were humbl1 , :rnd 
much like tho e in th oLh r H.1 si m- 'errnan col ni • Johu Dr ,ft r 
Lattcht ..,chool in hi ho1ne fot· a n nucr oL' yeni· , th c n·1 i. u llm 
Lnc:luddredin"'., wi-·ili'n~, ·•ligion, ond ingin 1 • 'l'lt Lahlnr, 
6. 
H c r•t!: of 
oi school 
ls Oil, Lery J cltlv , V le Lal Lu, K.1t1 ' 'lLJ . 
con n~L~rlnl re ating Lo l,h 
in .J<.3, J.876-19112 . ) 
'l'hl (.; LplldJ l.n:J 
w t'k L' 
, Con o dl a , Kan,,au ," 
1.-1011 ur ... t . rLalnine; Lo th· t Li 1 h111l•11t 
Go nLy, 
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was done in German, as tre teacher knew very little English. In 1880 
a two-room district school was built and lay teachers taught there 
until 1904, at which time the Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia, 
Kansas, took charge of the parochial school, a convent being built 
for the Sisters that year .7 The Sisters taught there until 1911; 
they were replaced by lay teachers until 1917, at which time a new 
parochial school was built and too Sisters of St . Joseph again took 
charge. In 1940, the grade school which has four grade teachers 
each having two grades under her supervision, was changed from a 
parochial to a public school. The enrollment in 1942-43 was 109 
pupils in the grade school. 
Two years of high school were taught by tbe Sisters of St . 
Joseph from 1921 to 1926. In 1926, the electors of the Schoenchen 
school district voted bonds for a $25,000 public high school, which 
is fully accredited and is conducted by lay teachers. 8 
It will be noted that between the years 1935 and 1941 the 
schools in the five villages were changed from parochial to public 
schools through negotiations between the pastors of the parishes an:i 
tl:E district school boards. Conditions in the several villages seem-
ed to warrant the change. In every school district, a certain per 
cent of too taxes, the amount varying with the needs of each year, 
7. 11Archives of Nazareth Motherhouse, Concordia, Kansas, 11 
unpublished records of Nazareth Motherhouse pertaining to the establish-
ment of Schools in Ellis County, Kansas.) 
8. History of St. Anthony's Parish, Schoenchen, Kansas," (an 
unpublished marmscript, Sec • . VII.) 
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is used for educational purposes and added to this are county and 
state educational funds. In this way, the cost of public school 
education is equalized. On the other hand, parochial schools, 
conducted by various religious groups who wish to have religion taught 
in the classroom, are maintained principally by thoae who have 
children attending and they receive no public tax money for their 
support. 
As noted previously , tre Capuchin Fathers fostered the 
spiritual advanceirent of the people in Ellis County and t hey played 
a leading part as well in the educational endeavors of the pe ople. 
In October, 1893, Father Lawrence Beck, O. F. M. Cap., opened a 
school in the old church building in Hays . Twenty boys of Hays and 
surrounding territory entered this school. Subjects taught were 
Religion, Latin, English, German, Arithmetic, Algebra, U.S. 
History, Geography, Bookkeeping, and Penmanship . But economic 
conditions in the country at large and a total failure of the wheat 
harvest in the neighborhood forced this school to close its doors in 
the Spring of 1895. 
Nothing was done about the higher education of boys f or some 
time after this. But Hays was developing into a school town. In 
1906 the dream of a Catholic College again crystallized. Mindful 
of their experience in 1895 the Capuchins were cautious in their 
plans. The parish at Hays needed a new school building, so an 
agreement was made between tre parish and the Capuchins to erect a 
building that would serve tre needs both of a parochial school and 
of a college for boys. It was understood that eventually tre whole 
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building would become the property of the parish on the payment of 
a suitable sum. This agreement was approved by Bishop Cunningham. 
To meet their part of tm agreement each communicant of the parish 
was supposed to haul one and one-half cord of soft stone, and one-
half cord of bard stone. In lieu of this he could pay $6 .50 to $7.00. 
After many reverses and disappointments the building was finally 
completed in August, 1908. 9 At a cost of $45 ,603.15. 
The building was opened far use in September. The first floor 
housed the parochial school with 227 pupils; the second floor housed 
the college with 53 students. The Faculty was composed of two 
Capuchins and a laymen. To prepare themselves for their work the 
two Fathers had taken special courses at Holy Ghost College in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania . They planned to conduct a day school 
sufficiently wide in its scope to give the boys a preparation for 
professional or mercantile pursuits. The number of professors was 
doubled the second year. In 1910 the school became primarily a 
boarding school. This was due to the total lack of discipline 
among boys staying in Hays without parental or other adequate super-
vision. The hall on tm third floor was turned into a dormitory. 
The dining room and kitchen were placed in the basement. A night 
school was opened for such as had missed the chance of an education 
9. Matthew Pekari, 0. F. M. Cap., 11History of Capuchin 
Activities in Secular Education in Ellis County, Kansas, 11 (An 
unpublished Manuscript on file at St. Joseph I s College an:l. Military 
Academy Library, Hays, Kansas , 1939.) 
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in their younger years . Four new teachers, three Capuchins and a--
layman, were added to tle staff . 
The two institutions the college and the grade school were 
growing and sooner or later t he ore or the other would have to move 
to new quarters. Members of tl::e Faculty began to dream of a new 
school somewhere outside of town and began to speak out t heir mind 
on the subject. In 19li+ the parochial school was moved to its 
new home and t h e colle ge occupied its building from roof to cellar. 
November 25, 1921, Thanksgiving Day, the campaign to raise 
funds for a new building as started, the corner-stone of the new 
building was laid September 6, 1925. The library and usable· furni-
ture was transferred to the new building and on September 15, 1931, 
the new college opened its doors to 199 boys divided into three 
groups: Junior College, Senior High School, and Junior High 
School. 
In the summer of 1929 a new departure was made in regard to 
the educational set-up in t he Catholic schools of Hays . The 
Parochial School had been gr~ving apace so that the brick build-
ing and the one story frame structures that housed the school could 
not hold the children that flocked there. To relieve the pressure 
t here and at the same time to provide a feeder for the High School, 
a Junior High School was opened by the Fathers in September, 1929. 
At first one room was set aside for this purpose. Later another was 
added . When the College moved to its new cqµarters too Junior High 
School was continued for a year and final]y closed in 1932 . The 
two grades were returned to the care of the Sisters . 
So far the word college has been used in its widest sense 
as a body of persons (in this case, of boys) engaged in the 
common pursuit of knowledge. It is in this sense that the old 
institution housed on what was Sheridan Avenue, now Thirteenth 
Street, Hays Catholic College, though the majority of the boys 
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did not advance beyond the twelfth grade. The old set-up of schools 
was eight years in the primary grades, four years in High School 
and four years in College, ending in the A. B. degree. The main 
activities were centered on work of high school level. From the 
beginning two courses were offered, the classical and the com-
mercial. Each course covered four years and was crowned by grad-
uation. For a time it was the custom to demand six years of study 
for graduation from the classical course but this was later dropped 
in favor of the Junior College. 
The Junior College of the school has gone through many 
vicissitudes since its inception. While housed in tl'E old build-
ing it was insignificant in the number of pupils. It does not 
seem to have rated more than twenty pupils at aey one time and 
the number dwindled and in September, 1927, the student body in 
this department was one boy. 
With the opening of the new building in 1931 the Junior 
College was again opened; hence the official name of the school, 
St. Joseph's College and Military Acadenzy-. 
In 1942 the debt on the school to the amount of $320,000.00 
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was liquidated by the Capuchin Fathers who recreived title to the -
school, and in 1949 construction of a new recreation building at 
a cost of approx:i.mately $280 , 000 . 00 was started and completed in 
1951. 
The present faculty at St . Joseph's College and Military 
Academy consists of thirteen Capuchin Fathers , seven lay teachers , 
and five Military staff.lo 
The first attempt at high school organization in the county 
was started at Hays, Kansas, in 1886 , which included two years 
of high school work . It was just twenty years after the firs t 
high school in the state, the Leavenworth High School , was organiz -
11 ed. The course of stuqy- of fered in t h is school was incomplete 
and seemed to have no definite goal, yet it was a beginning. It 
shook the people out of their lethargy and made them think, even 
though they did not fall in line with the plan. 
The process was slow and gradual. There were enough subjects 
in the curriculum to graduate students in accordance with the re-
quirements, yet they could not handle them all because of the 
lack of teachers. The lower grades were well established by t his 
10 . Matthew Pekari, O. F. M. Cap., "History of the Develop-
ment of St . J os~ph' s Colle ge and Military Academy, 11 (Unpublished -
manuscript on fi l e at tre Academy Libr ary, 1%2. ) 
11. Clyde Lyndon King, Kansas State Historical Collections, 
Topeka, Kansas: State Printing Office, 1909-1910. Vol XI, p . 
440. 
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time, and tte pupils, who lacked opportunities in their earlier 
years had had time to catch up with the course, making it possible 
to get along without a primary assistant. The board shifted the 
teachers in such a way as to give the high school the as sistant 
teacher. In the spring of 1889, tte fjr st class was ready for 
graduation . It was a difficult situation for this class, they 
were too forward in some things and too backward in others. But,, 
by doing extra work and even reciting some lessons in the evening, 
they were able to satisfy tre superintendent and the school board, 
as well as to present credits enough that they were accepted by 
the State University without examination or condition. 
The people were highly pleased with tre progress of the 
schools, since the esta.blishment of the high school. There were 
only forty-two high schools in the state that ful]y prepared 
students for entrance into the University, and nays City was 
one of them. So the patrons had good reason to be proud. In 
1916, the high school was fully accredited and rated as a Class 
A School. Du.ring this year it became a member of the North Central 
Association of Secondary Schools.12 
The schools at this time were growing so rapidly that it 
was deemed advisable to erect two new grade buildings . After 
comnnmicating with tte State Superintendent and learning that 
12. North Central Association Quarterly, 6:93, June 1931. 
List of Accredited Secondary Schools of Kansas. 
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was headquarters of James B. (Wild Bill) Hickock, famed gunman who 
later established law and order at Abilene. Old Fort Hays , pioneer 
military reservation of 7,000 acres guarding the frontier, was 
occupied by troops commanded by Generals George Custer, Phil Sheridan, 
James Forsyth, and notable military men. 
Fort Hays was abandoned April 17, 1889 and the land, given to 
the state. It was divided into a park, a state normal school, and an 
agricultural experiment station. But still standing in Fort Hays 
·Historical Park are the old blockhouse and the guardhouse. By their 
names, Fort Hays Kansas ~tate College and Fort Hays Experiment 
Station also recall this historic outpost. Sheridan Coliseum of the 
Fort Hays ~ansas State College campus honors that great military 
leader of the Indian and Civil wars. 
Building of the Union Pacific railroad gave Hays impetus as a 
trading and supply center because of its location about half way 
between hansas City and Denver. Earliest settlers in Ellis county 
were Englishmen and colonists from New York, Ohio , and other 
eastern states. They were soon joined by German-Russians from 
the region of the Volga who brought the Turkey Red wheat that was 
to make. 1.ansas a great wheat-producing state. 
Modern Hays is a prosperous, growing community of 8,500 
residents, the county seat , and center of a great wheat, live-
stock and oil producins area which has made it a trading center 
4l 
for farme~s and urban dwellers of most of the western half of I ansas . 
The Kansas -Nebraska Natural Gas Company have a special 
interest in Hays because it is located within a few miles of 
Toulon where their first compressor station was built in 1939 . They 
also look upon the people of Hays as their friendcy" customers through 
their use of natural gas tapped from their lines and distributed 
through Central Gas Utilities Company . 
Hays has not stood still . In population, business and in-
dustry, schools , and homes, and all the facilities making far 
prosperity and better living, it has been a progressive community . 
Its population has doubled since 1925 and its postwar growth, from 
6,385 in 1940 to a present 8, Soo residents, indicates continuing 
progress . Nor is this the whole story, for more than 1,100 residents 
of Big Creek township and 600 students and families of Fort Hays 
Kansas btate College live in horoo s and apartments on the city's 
outskirts . 
Sirce 1945, Hays has been· busy trying to catch up \li th 
the need for more homes, commercial and public buildings . In 
these five years (1945-1949), permits were imreased for 429 homes , 
113 commercial and 8 public buildings . 
Served by the main line of the Union Pacific, two national 
bus lines arrl several truck lines, and the hub of two U. S. and 
other improved highways Hays has excellent tr~nsportation facillti s 
for its trade territory wlth a population of more than 170, 000 
people . ome 450 busines and professional firms account for a 
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large share of the 20 million dollars retail sales volume in Ellis 
county last year. 
Contributing to this business are 1,019 students from 37 
West ern Kansas counties, 13 other states, and five foreign 
countries enrolled in Fort Hays Kansas State College, 242 cadets 
attending St. Joseph's College arxi more than 7,000 patients cared 
far during the year in the excellent hospitals, St. Anthony's and 
Hadley Memorial . Three-fourths of these hospital patients are 
from outside of the county. 
Fort Hays Experi..rnental Station, largest of its kind with 
3,264 acres of its own and 890 acres leased, carried on a 
diversified research and development program for weed control, 
crop diseases, tillage, soil conservation, forestry, seed 
production and distribution, and livestock feeding and pro-
duction. Through its work, Cody, a new grain sorghum was develop-
ed that is now grown on 20,000 Kansas acres. A sorghum starch 
developed by the station finds a ready market as a substitute for 
tapioca, and wax, oil, gluten, and protein feeds from sorghum 
are being promoted. New and improved grasses and feed crops also 
13 have been developed . 
13. Hays Daily News, (Hays, Kansas,) Section c, November 12, 
1950, p. 1. -- --- --
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ELLIS AND ITS SCHOOLS 
Ellis was at its beginning and is to this day a town of rail-
road activities . It was laid out at its present site by the Kans as 
Pacific Railway in 1873, and was surveyed and platted by Holland 
Wheeler, a civil engineer in the employ of the co mpaey . Today it 
is the terminus of a division of the Union Pacific Hallway Company 
with the company roundhouse and machine shops located there . 
The town is located on the north bank of Big Creek, just 
one mile east of tl:B west line of Ellis county . In 1873, a 
colony of people arrived from New York and settJBd in Ellis, 
the same year that a group from Pennsylvania came to Hays City, 
and the same year that George Grant arrived from England and 
purchased large tracts of ground from the Railway Company far 
agricultural purposes . 
Thomas Daly was the fir st man to begin merchandi sing in 
Ellis. He is said to have opened trade in 1870 before Ellis was 
a town at all, and several years later built a large store . 
Daly, who was born in I reland and came to America when he was 
a small boy, was also a Civil War veteran, having been a member 
of Compaey E, Fourteenth Regiment, Illinois Volunteer Infantry 
and participating in al 1 t he battles of his company . 
A description of the town written in 1883 by A. T. Andreas, 
just a decade after its founding gives an interesting view of 
Ellis at that time , although a somewhat pessimistic one as Ellis 
County up until that time had failed to show promise agriculturally 
and the towns within its borders were dependent entirely upon their 
business interests for existence. In the instance of Ellis this 
interest was the railroad. Andreas says: 
The railway runs through the town from east to west, 
and tte portion north of the track is designated the 
North side, and the opposite section the South side. 
All the business portion of the town is north of the 
track, and confined chiefly to the street fronting the 
railway, whilst the greatest portion of the residence 
part is south of the track, and confines. The build-
ings of the railway company are all good, substantial 
stone structures, and quite extensive, the round-
house having stalls for fourteen locomotives. All the 
business houses are rather inferior buildings, there 
being only one two-story stone business house in town, 
that of Kelly and Ormrod. The others s1re all one story 
buildings, soma stone and sor/B frame • .14 
It is what is usually known as a railroad town, and the fact 
of it being the terminus for third division of the Kansas Pacific 
Railway, it is dependent chiefly i'or its support on the employees 
of the company. The roundhouse and the machine shops of the 
company being there, gives employment to a great many men, and 
aside frooi the support derived from these sources, the town has 
very little to rely on. It is surrounded by a rough, broken 
country, altogether unsuited for agricultural pursuits, so that 
its country trafle is very limited. 
In 1882 an improvement was added to the town in the 
erection of a two story stone school building in the southern 
Jli. Hays Daily News, (Hays, Kansas,) Section E, November _ 
12, 1950, p:-T:" -- --
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portion of the structure, surmounted by a belfry that was quite 
ornamental in design . After the new school house was completed 
members of the Congregational Church Society purchased the old 
frame school building and converted it into a church . 
Like most of the towns west of Abilene on the Kansas tacific 
railway, Ellis had for a brief period the advantages of the cattle 
trade . This was during 1877-1878 and the history of the place 
during these years was comparable to that of others similarly 
situated . If business was increased by trade, crime was also 
increased and the class of characters attracted to Ellis by the 
cattle trade were similar to the desperadoes and drifters who 
inhabited Hays City in its early days. However this phase of 
Ellis history was brief and the town settled into a small rail-
road center, its business dependent and closely akin to the 
business of the \ransportatio!1 company . 
Although the history of the advancement of the bllis public 
schools is practically lost, today they boast of a standard grade 
school building where the kindergarten, intermediate, and junior 
high school are housed. The senior high school is accredited under 
Class A and is a member of the North Central Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools . The course of study is quite 
extensive. Situated in the north part of the town of Ellis is 
the parochial grade school, which is conducted by the Sisters 
of St . Agnes . 
46 
CHAPTER V 
Sill'IMARY AND CONCLUSION 
The outstanding concern of the settlers upon their arrival 
in Ellis county was to build some type of shelter and establish 
means of making a living . Although wild game was plentiful, the 
land needed to be tilled and put to crops . It was found that 
wheat produced abundantly, and. also a good type for milling 
purposes produced bountifully , and within a few years it was 
determined that wheat was the principa_l sources of income, along 
with cattle grazing . All through the years Ellis County has 
relied chiefly on agriculture as its chief source of income, but 
within recent years there has been some oil development which is 
beginning to play an important part in the development of ~llis 
County and its school systems. 
Ellis County has a rich historic inheritance, a.~d at the 
present time it is considered the school center of the i~estern 
half of the state. In this study the early history of the 
county ·was presented in order to better understand the back-
ground for the educational system. Next in order to establish-
ing homes for themselves, the early settlers took to the task 
of erecting schools . The first schools were conducted in some 
home or building that was convenient far the purpose, although 
the first schools could hardly be called such, they fulfilled 
their purpose and formed a foundation for the present educational 
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system of the crunty. This arrangement served until a dug-out or 
sod house could be constructed to be used as a school house., very 
crudely constructed and lacking in equipment it was merely a 
meeting place of teacher am scholars. 
The curriculum consisted of achieving the fundamentals, 
the pupils were of all ages ari.d in some instances were older than 
the teacher. The school term seldom lasted more than a few 
months . Subscriptions were the chief means of paying for the 
teacher's services . Soon the subscription schools were replaced 
by public schools under the organized districts and the schools 
were open to all children. Even after the organization of the 
first school districts, for a number of years the schools were 
very poor in providing educational opportunities . In some instances 
not enough tax money could be raised to conduct a school for any 
length of time. Eventually all the land in Ellis county was 
organized into school districts. 
Within recent years the favorable attitude of educators 
toward larger school districts has had a great influence in re-
organizing and consolidating many districts. After the passage 
of the School Reorganization Laws by the legislature of L•ansas in 
1946 and 1947, consolidations have been extensive in Ellis 
County. During the 1950- Sl school year there are only forty-one 
organized districts in tre county. The school patrons have 
realized the advantages of consolidating into larger school 
systems, the facilities and grade of teacher available to the 
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larger and richer districts is by far superior to the smaller 
ones. 
Education in the realms of tre Czar , especially among the 
peasantry was to say the least at a low ebb, in fact in govern-
ment circles the education of the masses was considered undesir-
able and even dangerous to dynastic interests. As results of this 
policy , illiteracy among the Russian common people attained a 
high percentage. What an awful price the ruling classes of Russia 
have paid for this inhuman and cruel policy; the appaling events, 
written in blood and murder, of the last twelve years have clear-
ly shown to tre world. The German colonists naturally suffered by 
the restrictive policy of the government, but owing to the larger 
measure of self governrient enjoyed by them they succeeded in over-
coming to some extent the handicap. Schools employing one or more 
teachers were founded in all villages. Only the most elementary 
branches were taught and compared to our standards or the stand-
ards of Germanic nations, their educational system in common 
schools was of a low and sadly neglected condition, indeed. 
The pioneers on their arrival in the United States made 
attempts to educate their children along the lines prevalent 
in their home country by employing men from t heir midst who had 
little more education tha_r1 the rest; learning, however, soon 
of t he American school system, public districts were establish-
ed. The advent of the Capuchin Fathers as their spiritual guides 
soon lead to the establishment of parochial schools wherever 
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possible. The effects, however, of the stifling of education 
in their old home, made itself seriously felt among the colonists; 
attendance at school was irregular and intermittent. Owing to the 
poverty of many of them tl:B older children of the family were kept 
out till late in the fall and again removed early in the spring to 
assist the parents in the spring to assist the parents in the farm 
work. In spite of the great efforts of both the clergy and 
teachers, many years passed by until the value and necessity of 
a good common school education was fully understood and appreciated. 
All this however is changed now. Splendid schools, both grade 
and high schools, conducted by able and experienced teachers 
are now the pride of nearly everyone of the original settlements. 
Numerous sons and daughters of the third generation are preparing 
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~a~erial is L~te~esting but is no~ incorporated in tne body of 
the thesis a~d appears in records and reports i ~ne office of 
tne county super~_nvenden~ o: schools of ~llis C~in~y, Kansas. 
ROSTER OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS OF 
ELLIS COUNTY, 1867-1951 
1867 R. M. Fisk. First County Superintendent. No report. 
1869 Ellis County listed, but no superintendent listed 
and no report. 
1870 Sarne as above. 
1871 D. w. Lane. No organized schools. 
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1872 John Groves. Superintendent's report: 11 In May 1872, the 
county was first organized into districts and the first 
meeting called by notices duly posted as required by law. 
Two districts were organized, Numbers One and Two. No 
report of District No. 1, was given. District No. 1 will 
have three months school this winter and perhaps No. 2. 
will also. 11 
1873 -- John G. Tracy. 11 0ne stone schoolhouse and ore brick 
erected. Number of school children of school age, 43." 
1874 -- DeWitt C. Smith. "Number of schoolhouses, one frame and 
two stone. Total, 3. 11 
1876 Rufus Spitler. 
1877 Rufus Spitler. 
1880 John W. Edwards. Report shows two school houses in the 
county. 
1881 W. L. Fuller. 
1885 W. H. Boyd. 
1891 H. W. Grass. 
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1893 A. L. King . 
1895 H. w. Grass . 
1897 L. D. Kirkman. 
1899 Alex Meier . 
1905 William Grabbe . 
1909 Anthony Kuhn. 
1913 M. A. Basgall. 
1915 Louis Christiansen. 
1933 J. T. Pfeifer. 
1943 A. E. Roth. 
After 1880, regular reports were sent in by the superintendent, 
they may be found in full in Biennial Reports of County Superintendents 
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SCHOOL DISTRICT NUMBER AND NANE - VALUATION -
LEVY - BUDGET - 1950 - 1951 
VALUATION: 
TANGIBLE LEVY BUDGET 
INTANGIBLE 
$ 672,169 .oo $ 6,500.00 
31,800 
962,255 1.94 11,125.00 
20,300 
529,504 7.31 4,800.00 
5,450 
395,017 6.71 13,925.00 
69,ll6 
1,452,191 1.29 4,750.00 
7,619 
2,648,788 ll.51 99,097.07 
485,023 
1,537,644 4 .45 13,475.oo 
53,000 
2,342,834 5.54 32,000.00 
247.579 
297,627 .oo 2,225.00 
5,ooo 
671,977 .oo 9,900.00 
67,825 
10,795,484 . 82. 22,000.00 
121,600 
894,782 1.36 4,750.00 
56,700 
511,981 7.10 5,725.00 
2,100 
S8 
Dist . # 13 .503,334 4 • .58 .5,SSo .oo 
Sunnyside 10,100 
Dist . # 1.5 317,643 3.93 3,640 .00 
Stockrange 4,270 
Dist . # 16 231,.586 7.84 3,270 .00 
Spring Hill 19,750 
Dist . # 17 261 ,s22 7.17 3,.520.00 
Sleepy Hollow .5,ooo 
Dist . # 20 7,123,986 2. 88 22,100 .00 
Saline Valley 6,700 
Dist . # 24 327,400 7.09 .5,3.50 .00 
Good Hope 14,700 
Dist . # 2S 431,6.50 6.32 3,87S.oo 
Pleasant Hill 4,600 
Dist . # 26 287,330 7.04 3,200 .00 
.Springbrook (Closed) S,800 
Dist . # 28 335,686 6.60 3,6S.5 .oo 
Hope Valley 41,768 
Dist.# 30 276,162 3 • .50 3,968.oo 
Riverside .., ,700 
Dist . # 31 317,72.5 6.76 2,74.5 .oo 
Cottonwood Grove 9,1.50 
Dist . # 32 454,890 3 • .51 4,3.50 .00 
Yocemento 9, 780 
Dist . # 33 392,06.5 3.10 2,91.5 .00 
Lig Creek (Closed) 4,.500 
Dist . # 34 386,6o6 . oo 4,6.5.5 .oo 
Emmeram 6,600 
Dist . # 3S 6.56,180 3 • .56 3,6.50 .00 
Blue Hill 17,000 
Dist . # 36 248,763, 6.69 2,99.5.oo 
Locust Grove .500 
Dist . # 37 1, 3.58,137 3.72 6,.59.5 .00 
Lost Canyon 1.s,200 
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Dist . # 42 394, 601 
Silverdal e 
4.40 3,210 .00 
Dist . # 43 221,514 5.78 3,000. 00 
Star 7, 750 
Dist . # 45 914,094 1.18 5,647.00 
Buckeye 21, 000 
Dist . # 49 355,038 7.75 5, 600 .00 
Vincent 2,000 
Dist . # 52 446,714 4.33 3,800. 00 
Riverview 12,500 
Dist . #53 180,057 5.56 3,010 .00 
Fairview 2,355 
Dist . # 55 1,864,621 5.11 10,150.00 
Pleasant Ridge 26,950 
Dist . # 58 180,353 8.10 2,945 .00 
Hyacinth (Closed) 2,900 
R. H. S. # 1 1,231,153 5.44 27,250.00 
Schoenchen 
R. H. S. # 2 4,984,646 5.63 59,730 .00 




The following districts have ceased to exist as individual 
school districts since March 1, 1950. They have been attached, in 
whole or in part, to one or more districts. 
DIST. NO. 
AND N.AME 




































LEVY BUDGET ATTACHED TO: 
7.07 $ 3,515.00 2 
1.57 3.,100.00 8 
.26 2,200.00 10 
2.79 1,200.00 25 
1.09 4,800.00 5 
.oo 2,490.00 2 
7.07 2,700.00 2 
6.95 1,660.00 1 
COUNTY SUMMARY 
School Districts in Ellis County 
(Rural, Grade and C. V. S.) 
Rural High Schools •. 
City of Second Class ••• 







One Teacher Schools • 21 
Grade Schools • 13 
C. V. S., Ellis (Grade & High) • • • • . • . • . • • • . • • 1 
City of Second Class, Hays ••••.••••••...••• 1 
Rural High Schools •. 2 
Parochial Grade School (St. Nary's, Ellis) ••.••••.• 1 
Parochial High School ( Girls Catholic, 
TOTAL SCHOOIS OPERATING. 
ENROIJ1,1ENT 
Grade Schools 
One Teacher 0 chools •• 
Grade Schools ••• 
City of Second Class, Hays 





St . Mary I s Parochial, Ellis • • . . . • • . . • • • • • . 200 
High Schools 
Hays High School ••••••.••.. 
Ellis High School ••. 
R.H. S. # 1 Schoenchen. 





R. H. S. # 2, Victoria • • • • • • • • • . . • • • • • • • • 146 
Girls Catholic High ••••••• 
Total • 
Kindergarten 




Washington, Hays • • • • • • . . • • • • • . • . • • • • • • 39 
1Jashington, Ellis • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • . . • . . ._lQ 
1950 Enrollment~. 
1949 Enrollment .. 
Total. 
Gain in Enrollment 
(in 1950) 
. . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
One Teacher Schools • 
Grade Schools ••• 
C. V. S., Ellis ••• 
AVERAGE ENROLLNENT PER TEACHER 
. . . . . . . . . . . . 
City of Second Class, Hays .• 











ne Teacher Schools 2,055 . 71 
Grade (Lay Teacher, not 
including Hays or Ellis) ••• 2,hJl . 20 
Sisters ••••• • • 1,142 .40 
63 
Monthly 
( ased on 12 ~onths) 
171.00 
2 2. 00 
95 .00 
